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Appalachian HorrorFest is committed to fostering a safe, inclusive, and respectful environment for
all attendees, guests, staff, and volunteers. Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated. We are
committed to ensuring that all participants feel secure and valued throughout the event. This
policy outlines unacceptable behaviors, reporting procedures, and consequences for violations,
reinforcing our commitment to a harassment-free experience.

This policy applies to all individuals participating in Appalachian HorrorFest, including attendees,
guests, performers, panelists, staff, volunteers, vendors, and exhibitors. It covers all event spaces,
including convention areas, panels, workshops, social gatherings, and online interactions related
to the event. Regardless of the setting, all participants are expected to uphold the principles of
respect and inclusivity.

Harassment encompasses a wide range of behaviors, all of which are strictly prohibited. Verbal
abuse, including offensive comments related to gender, sexual orientation, disability, physical
appearance, race, religion, or any other protected characteristic, will not be tolerated. Physical
harassment, such as unwelcome contact, groping, assault, or deliberate intimidation, is strictly
forbidden. Sexual harassment, including unwanted advances, inappropriate comments, or non-
consensual touching, is unacceptable. Stalking, defined as repeated and unwanted attention that
causes distress, is also prohibited. Additionally, disruptive behavior that interferes with panels,
performances, or other event activities is not permitted. Unwanted photography or recording of
individuals without their consent, particularly in sensitive situations, is considered a violation of
this policy.

If you experience or witness harassment, please report it immediately to the event staff or security.
Reports can be made in person by approaching a designated staff member or security personnel,
by phone or text through the event’s emergency response number, or anonymously via an online
reporting form. All reports will be taken seriously and handled with discretion. Retaliation against
individuals who report harassment is strictly prohibited, ensuring that all participants feel safe in
coming forward.

Violators of this policy may face consequences, including verbal or written warnings, removal
from the event without a refund, a ban from future Appalachian HorrorFest events, or legal action
if necessary. These measures are in place to protect the integrity of the event and ensure the safety
of all participants.

Appalachian HorrorFest is dedicated to maintaining a welcoming and secure environment. Staff
and volunteers receive training on handling harassment reports, and security personnel are
available to assist when needed. By attending Appalachian HorrorFest, all participants agree to
abide by this policy. Together, we can create an event that is safe, respectful, and enjoyable for
everyone.

For questions or concerns, please contact info@appalachianhorrorfest.com.
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